
 

CLENA Board Meeting 

June 14, 2010 

FTLOTL Office  
 

 

Present:  Earl Johnson, Cindy Bourne, Patricia Baillif, Barbara van Pelt, Debbie Finger, Kay Van de Rostyne, 

Glen Christy, Michael Janicek, Erin Bender 

Absent:  Jim Hughes, Sarah Morgan 

Guests:  See Attachment A plus Jason Whitley and cameraman from WFAA- 

TV and David Goldstein, owner of 1438 Tranquilla 

 

President Earl Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. At the request of some of the guests, Michael 

Janicek made a motion to conduct the business portion of the meeting, then invite Mr. Goldstein to the podium. 

Patricia Baillif seconded the motion and it passed. 

 

Secretary 

Secretary Barbara van Pelt noted that the minutes from the May 10 meeting were approved on May 11 by 

electronic vote to facilitate the change in Treasurers from Susan Hello who resigned to Patricia Baillif who will 

serve as both Treasurer and VP External Affairs until elections in September.  New signatory cards had to be 

signed and an immediate vote was necessary. 

 

¶ The draft of the minutes from the special board meeting held on Thursday, June 10 to discuss 1438 

Tranquilla, along with notes from the neighborhood meeting on June 6 and recent newspaper coverage 

of the same topic were sent electronically to the board prior to the meeting for corrections and changes.   

¶ Earl asked Barbara to summarize the minutes for the guests attending the meeting and the following 

corrections/changes were made: 

¶ Section Two side setbacks in the deed restrictions are 12ô not 15ô 

¶ The distance from the alley must be 12ô, according to City Code 

¶ The circular driveway has been removed from the plans; there is now a driveway, 4 parking spaces on 

Hermosa and 6 on Tranquilla. 

¶ Kathy Rohrer, Vera Quillen and Paula /Setzer were added to the list of meeting guests 

¶ Barbara made a motion that the minutes be approved as corrected; Kay seconded and the motion passed. 

 

Treasurerôs Report 

¶ Treasurer Patricia Baillif reported that the White Rock East Garden and Artisan Tour on May 23 was 

very successful and each neighborhood should make $5,000. 

¶ The full report was not presented at the meeting. 

¶ The Garden Tour Committee met to review this yearôs event and begin planning for next year. 

¶ The admission charge did not seem to deter visitors although there was confusion with both admission 

and raffle ticket sales. 

 

External Affairs  

Patricia Baillif noted the following new business in the neighborhood: 

¶ Just Fitness has leased the former 24 Hour Fitness space in the shopping center 

¶ McDonalds is constructing a drive-thru restaurant in the former Boston Market space across Garland Rd. 

 

Executive Vice President Cindy Bourne announced that Movies in the Park would be held Saturday, June 19 at 

8:30.  The movie this month is the original Karate Kid. 

 



Education 

Kay Van de Rostyne will ask the board for a donation to Reinhardt Elementary in September. 

 

Communication (Attachment B) 

¶ Earl offered condolences from the board to Debbie Finger on the recent loss of her mother. 

¶ Debbie reported that the next newsletter will be distributed in early July.  

¶ Included will be: 

o Information on upcoming elections in September:   what positions will be open and election 

procedures and timetable. 

o Update on 1438 Tranquilla, LLC 

o Lubyôs purchased a full-page ad. 

o Albertsons and Manager Kevin Reagan will receive the CLENA Corporate Partner of the Year 

for supporting the activities of the neighborhood. 

¶ Now that she is back in town, Debbie will update the website. 

 

Social 

¶ Sarah Morgan sent an e-mail to say she was sick and could not attend the meeting. 

¶ Arrangements are underway for the dinner/dance to be held August 14 at Knights of Columbus. 

¶ She is looking for suggestions for a band or DJ and the type of music everyone would enjoy. 

 

With no other committee reports, Earl invited David Goldstein to the podium. 

Mr. Goldstein introduced himself as a general contractor, owner of DW Gold Construction and partner in the 

Manchester Place Care Homes. 

The website is www.manchesterplacecarehomes.com 

 

¶ In reviewing the housing guidelines for what constitutes a ñsingle familyò, it used to include up to 2 

non-related individuals. 

¶ In 1999, the Fair Housing Act was passed which increased it to 16 for a group home. 

¶ The City of Dallas allows up to 8 unrelated people to live together in a group home without a state 

business license. 

¶ People with common handicap can form a ñfamilyò and live in a home together (blind children, 
wheelchair-bound adults, seniors, etc.) 

 

Residents at Manchester Place average 90 years of age. 

¶ Manchester Place does not accept late stage Alzheimerôs patients or those with dementias that might 

make them a danger to themselves or others (or a flight risk).  Most residents have some memory issues, 

but it is not a lockdown facility. 

¶ They dine together and participate in group activities. 

¶ Caregivers are all certified nurse assistants; the director is an RN; and a nurse practitioner visits daily. 

¶ The structures are very energy efficient. 

o There is not currently a gas-powered generator in the plans but if there are frequent power 

outages, he will purchase one. 

o He has a large portable generator that can be easily transported to the facility. 

 

The building is classified as a single family home until they have 3 unrelated residents, and then it must be 

licensed as an assisted living center. 

 

There was a question about instances that might prevent the issuance of a license:  criminal record, failure to 

pay taxes.   

¶ Mr. Goldstein said that his company, DW Gold Construction had failed to pay their franchise tax on 

time, but paid last week. 

http://www.manchesterplacecarehomes.com/


 

Mr. Goldstein maintained that this was a single family home, both in the legal definition and in the way they 

take care of residents. The meeting participants disagreed. 

  

¶ He was asked if he would consider reducing the size of the house and have fewer residents; he replied 

that the finances only worked with 8 residents. 

¶ He would not guarantee that he would never have more than 8 residents in the home. 

¶ He would not share the revised floor plans with attendees. 

¶ He would not consider building this as a 2-story house with an elevator:  too expensive and creates a 

staffing problem if all residents are not together on one floor. 

¶ In response to the assertion that he had not designed a building specifically for this location and had 

instead copied the floor plan from the facility on Spring Valley, he said it was very similar. 

¶ Michael Janicek asked if he would agree to meet with an architect familiar with Casa Linda Estates and 

homeowner objections who might be able to provide some feedback and suggestions.  

o Mr. Goldstein said he would be happy to, but had not had much luck with community 

committees of this kind.  That they couldnôt agree on aesthetics for the neighborhood and 

everyone had a different viewpoint. 

o Michael will contact him to set up a meeting. 

 

Neighbors voiced concerns about the supporting infrastructure (frequent electrical outages, recent problems 

with the water lines) 

¶ Mr. Goldstein responded that he had a portable generator and would buy one for the property if it proved 

to be necessary 

 

In response to concerns voiced about what could happen to the 1438 Tranquilla property if the venture fails or if 

the developer decides to sell, 

¶ Mr. Goldstein said that he had no intention of selling the property or abandoning the business ï he had 

too large of an investment ($279.000 for property; demolition costs; loans to build the new facility on 

which he is paying interest). 

¶ He did not seem concerned about what might happen to the property if the business closes. 

 

When asked if he would sell the property, he indicated he would sell it for $600,000.   

¶ That would cover his out of pocket costs to this point and pay back the investors.   

¶ Several different scenarios were discussed, but he does not believe the neighborhood can either purchase 

the property or find a buyer before construction begins.  

¶ Mr. Goldstein indicated that he had pulled the deed restrictions for Section Two off the CLENA website 

6-8 months ago so was aware of the required setbacks and chose not to comply.   

¶ He maintains that he is meeting the Cityôs zoning requirements, the only ones he considers legal and 

binding.   

¶ He does not accept our Deed Restrictions and pointed out that many houses in Section Two were not in 

compliance with the setbacks in the deed restrictions. 

 

As a CLE resident noted, his passion for the business was clear, but our passion is for the neighborhood. 

 

A caregiver who works at Manchester Place stood up to speak on behalf of the project, stating that residents are 

well cared for and treated like family members.   

¶ She said that the families of both Mr. Goldstein and Mr. Krasovitsky were at the property frequently to 

visit and interact with residents.   

¶ Deliveries are made by the two owners and they are very visible at the property. 

¶ CLE residents thanked her for coming, said they appreciated her viewpoint but that quality of care was 

not really the concern here.   



¶ She lives in Sherman. 

 

With no further questions, Mr. Goldstein left at 8:15 and discussion moved into a tactical exploration of next 

steps.   

 

¶ Several people were asking that everyone contact government officials at all levels.  

¶ Jere Reiser has some specific contacts who are the keys for licensing these kind of facilities.  

¶ The group decided to create a set of talking points that everyone could use.   

¶ David and Patricia Baillif will  work on that, with Jere Reiser as well as a contact list. 

¶ Barbara van Pelt will send the names and e-mails of residents who attended the last two meetings to Earl 

Johnson and Debbie Finger to be merged/purged with the e-mail list of concerned residents that has 

developed. 

¶ The procedure for putting up No Parking signs was discussed. 

 

Michael Janicek moved that the Board agree to assist in disseminating information related to 1438 Tranquilla, 

LLC by utilizing block captains and the e-mail blast.  Patricia seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

Press coverage from June 15-22 is included as Attachment C. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guests at the June 14 CLENA Board Meeting  Attachment A 

 

L. Lowrey  househunt5016@hotmail.com 

V.A. Robertson  VAR106@aol.com 

Jere Reiser  jreiser@caregiversupport.com 

Carol Johns  caroljjohns@sbcglobal.net 

Justin Easterling  justin@daveperrymiller.com 

Philip Schunck  schunckp@yahoo.com 

Phil Phelps  modernartstudios@sbcglobal.net 

Sharon Laminack  glaminack@sbcglobal.net 

Judith Wolfe  judithw18@sbcgloal.net ?? 

Jeff Sanders  jeffsanders80@gmail.com 

Kristin Keating  keating.kris@gmail.com 

Ellen Petersen  e.petersen@mindspring.com 

Michael Petersen  m.petersen@mindspring.com 

Gary Spence 

Tricia Johnson 

David Baillif 
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CLENA ï VP Communications Report     Attachment B 
Monday, June 14, 2010 
Submitted by Debbie Finger 
 
Newsletter  

¶ Content for the Summer 2010 newsletter is due on June 15. 

¶ Articles are needed from all board members as appropriate for reporting the ñstate of the 

neighborhood.ò  Safety, treasurer, external affairs, social ï report on Garden Tour and Picnic 

as well as upcoming events. 

¶ I have contacted all current advertisers about the deadline. 

¶ Mike Schmitt will renew his advertising. 

¶ We have a new full-page ad for this issue from Lubyôs on Mockingbird. 

¶ This issue will include announcement for September General Meeting and Elections, info for 

submitting intent to run, and info about the six open positions. 

¶ This issue will also include an update on the assisted living facility status and the role of a 

neighborhood association versus an HOA. 

Web Site 

¶ John and I have talked about some ways to refresh the web site and add a calendar to the 

home page so that it is easier to access.  Weôve also talked about creating a link called ñFrom 

the City of Dallasò so we can post PDFs and add links to relevant information. 

¶ I will follow up with John to set up a meeting and get the changes done this quarter. 

Directory 

¶ Itôs time to get serious about soliciting ads to cover the cost of printing the 2010 Directory. The 

back page is already sold (Glen Christy).  Please contact me for prices if you know someone 

who would be interested. 

¶ Ad solicitation is ready to go.  Will email to board members. 

 
 

 
 



 



 


