
 

 

Americaõs Night Out Against Crime 
This year, the Casa Linda Estates and Little 

Forest Hills Neighborhood Associations are 

joining together to sponsor National Night 

Out.    

Expected atten-

dees include City 

Councilman Shef-

fie Kadane, State 

Rep. Alan Vaught, 

Former State 

Rep Bill Keffer, 

Sheriff Lupe Val-

dez, Former Irving 

Chief of Police and candidate for Dallas 

County Sheriff Lowell Cannaday.   

We will also have representatives from the 

Dallas Police Motorcycle Unit, K -9 Unit, and 

Helicopter Unit.  This should be a fun event.  

Please try and make it and show the crimi-

nals that we own our streets, not them.   

Our Crime Watch Chairman, Jim Hughes, 

has asked the NE Division for extra patrol 

of the neighborhood during the event.  

National Night Out is designed to:  

¶ Heighten crime and 

drug prevention awareness  

¶ Generate support for, 

and participation in, local 

anticrime programs  

¶ Strengthen neighbor-

hood spirit and police -

community partnerships  

¶ Send a message to 

criminals letting them know that 

neighborhoods are organized and 

fighting back  

If you have any questions about the event, 

please contact Jim Hughes, Crime Watch 

Chairman at jhughes39@sbcglobal.net.  

National Night Out ñTuesday, October 7  
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Please join us for National Night 

Out!  

When: Tuesday, October 7  

Where: Casa Linda Park  

Time: 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

Hotdogs, chips, and drinks provided.  

General Election ñTuesday, October 21  
Location: VFW Post 6796 located at 9179 Garland Road (Next to Sonic)  

Time: 6:30 p.m.; Meeting begins at 7:00 p.m.  

To state your intention to run for a position on the board, please email the following in-

formation to the board secretary ñ Melanie Landay ñ at mel100145@aol.com by  

October 1 .  This will ensure your name is on the printed ballot.  Information needed for 

the ballot includes name, address, position, and contact information.  

Ballots will be distributed to CLENA residents by Saturday, October 11 .   

To vote, you must be a paid member of CLENA.  Completed ballots can be returned by 

mail or in person at the General Election meeting.  However, ballots will not be accepted 

after counting of votes begins.  

Contact us:  

John Widhalm, Communications  

 jwidhalm@swbell.net  

Debbie Finger, Newsletter Editor  

 debfinger@swbell.net  

Earl Johnson, CLENA President  

 n5bfg@aol.com  

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=mel100145%40aol.com


 

 

By Earl Johnson  

First things first ñ I must thank all 

those who have worked so hard over 

the last six months to restore Casa 

Linda Estates to the peaceful, won-

derful neighborhood we all need and 

love.  A special thanks goes to all the 

board members and committee mem-

bers who volunteered their time to 

make Casa Linda Estates a great place 

to live.  And, my personal thanks to all 

who supported and voted for me so 

that I could serve our community.  

Words fail to express my gratitude.  

THANK YOU SO MUCH!  

We have seen a change in our 

neighborhood over the last few 

months.  We are moving from conflict 

to confederate.  Living in close prox-

imity requires that we show respect 

for the views of others .  I am proud 

to see CLE residents working to-

gether to foster the caring and toler-

ant attitude that will strengthen our 

neighborhood.  Thank you all!  

What have CLENA board members 

accomplished since being elected in 

March 2008?   

The Secretary and Treasurer have 

done a wonderful job.  Our records 

are in good shape.  The financials 

have been reviewed and our legal 

status has been rein-

stated.  

 Our crime reports are 

super.  Our web site 

looks great, and the 

work on our triangles 

shows ñ they are a 

wonderful asset to our 

neighborhood.  

Our relationships with 

the City of Dallas, 

Texas DOT,  Casa Linda Plaza, and the 

surrounding neighborhoods have been 

enhanced.  Thanks to the work of the 

Dallas Parks Project, Casa Linda Park 

has a new water fountain.  And WOW!  

What about that party?  It was fan-

tastic!  Iõll leave the details up to the 

individual members of the board to 

report on, but every member has done 

valiant service for our community.  

Please join me in thanking them for 

their service.  

Special thanks and recognition go to 

our Block Captains.  You are the wind 

beneath our wings.  

I personally have served as chairman 

at our General meetings and Board 

meetings.  I was privileged to be in-

volved with the Bylaws Com-

mittee.  I say privileged be-

cause although we came to-

gether with little common 

ground, we worked diligently 

toward a consensus.  And, in 

the end, we achieved a con-

sensus.  Are the new bylaws 

perfect?  No bylaws ever are.  

In fact, we have already re-

ceived suggestions for addi-

tional amendments from two resi-

dents.  However, it would be wise to 

live with the new bylaws for awhile so 

that we can gain a better understand-

ing of them and see how they work.  

In the meantime, we can add Standing 

Rules (procedures) to cover any de-

tails that need to be addressed.  

Standing Rules are easy to adopt and 

easy to change. 

One final thought ñ I urge all of you 

to become active in your neighbor-

hood.  The more we get together, the 

happier we will be.  

By Debbie Finger, Committee Chair  
The ballots are in and the votes have been counted.  The pro-

posed bylaws were adopted at the General Meeting held on 

Tuesday, September 9 and became effective on September 

10, 2008.  We received a total of 135 ballots, with 119 resi-

dents voting to adopt the bylaws and 16 residents voting 

against the adoption of the proposed bylaws.  

 

I want to thank all of you who supported our efforts and pro-

vided input and feedback.  I especially want to recognize and 

thank the committee members for their time, patience, hard 

work, and support.   The bylaws project was truly a commit-

tee effort and the bylaws do not reflect the opinions of any 

one committee member.  And, although we did not agree on 

all issues, we learned a lot and got to know one another.  

Please join me in thanking David Baillif, Dawn Cleaves, 

Susan Grundy, Michael Janicek, Hilary Jirasek, Earl 

Johnson, Dean Malone, Brad Rogers, and Dotty Vidal for 

their service on this committee.  I also want to thank 

the CLENA Board members.  Their support was vital to 

the success of this project and we appreciate their 

help. 

 

The new bylaws are posted on the CLENA web site at 

www.clena.net.  From the home page, click the Neighbor-

hood Association link and select Bylaws from the drop -

down menu.  Then, click the òclick here to download pdf 

version of the latest bylawsó link. 
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 I urge all of you 

to become active 

in your 

neighborhood.  

The more we get 

together, the 

happier we will be.  



 

 

By Jim Hughes, Crime Watch Chairman  

It has been relatively quite since the last 

newsletter and crime remains low in Casa 

Linda Estates. Our VIP (Volunteers in Patrol) 

program is up and running headed by VIP 

Gary Spence. Our VIPs are doing a great job 

of reporting suspicious activity. If you are 

interested in joining the team, please contact Gary at  

garydspence@sbcglobal.net so training by the Dallas Police Department 

can be arranged.  

 

Remember to report any suspicious activity. Try and get as much informa-

tion as you can such as license plate numbers, race, sex, and age of the 

suspect and a good clothing description. Door -to -door sales people should 

not be considered suspicious unless they are doing something other than 

knocking on doors, such as looking in windows and going in back yards.  

 

National Night Out  
Donõt forget about the National Night Out event on October 7th from 5-8PM 

at Casa Linda Park. We are hosting it 

with Little Forest Hills Neighborhood 

Association and are expecting over 

200 to attend. Hot dogs, chips, soft 

drinks, and water will be provided. I 

have been told that several local DPD 

officers will be dropping in through 

the night. This is a great opportunity 

to meet your neighbors and show the 

criminals that WE own this neighbor-

hood ñ not them.  

Volunteers Needed!  
We are still in need of volunteers for 

set up and take down. If you are in-

terested, please show up around 

4:00PM. See you on October 7th!  

 

Letõs watch out for each other.  

Itõs the best crime deterrent. 

Fall 2008  

Crime Report  
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Sign up for the Crime 

Alert notification.  Email 

jhughes39@sbcglobal.net 

and request to be added to 

the email list.  


