
 

 

We are pleased to announce that Laura Duty 

from the Arboretum Speakers Bureau has 

agreed to speak at the CLENA General 

Meeting schedule for Tuesday, April 14.  

About the Speaker  
Laura is a fourth generation Texan.  When 

she and her husband arrived in Dallas from 

the Hill Country, one of her first 

òdiscoveriesó in the area was the Dallas Ar-

boretum.  She received a membership as a 

birthday gift.  Laura enjoys the ever -

changing beauty of the gardens, attends 

classes, and picks up planting ideas for their 

yard.  She also volunteers as a member of 

the Speakerõs Bureau and as a docent in the 

DeGolyer 

House. 

In addition, 

Laura is the 

Program Offi-

cer for the Carl 

B. and Florence 

E. King Founda-

tion of Dallas.   

This private 

foundation was 

organized in 

1966 and provides for the independence, 

health, and education of our community to-

day and for future generations.  

Aside from her work and volunteer time, 

Laura enjoys playing golf with her husband, 

traveling the country, and spending quality 

time with their dog Red.  

About the Program  
The Dallas Arboretum is one of the most 

magnificent gardens in the nation, a vis-

ual banquet that is ablaze in color year -

round.  The presentation provides a 

short tour of the beautiful gardens and 

lush lawns on the Shores of White Rock 

Lake.  The presentation will take you 

through the gardens and the historic 

DeGolyer home.  The program focuses on 

current events that make the Arboretum 

an ever-changing place to visit and enjoy.  

You will also have the opportunity to 

learn what is in the planning stages for 

the current year.  

Membership Information  
Ms. Duty will also provide information 

about the 

benefits of 

membership 

for those in-

terested in 

joining or re-

newing their 

membership.  

This is an ex-

cellent oppor-

tunity to join.  

Memberships 

will be offered 

at a ten percent discount off the normal 

price of $60.  

We will also have a short business meet-

ing before the program begins and you 

will have an opportunity to ask any ques-

tions or present new business to CLENA 

board members. We hope to see you at 

the meeting!  
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What: CLENA General Meeting  

When: Tuesday, April 14  

Time: 7:00 p.m.  

Where: White Rock United Methodist 

Church, Minga Room  

The White Rock United Methodist Church is 

located on Old Gate Lane.   

DRAWING FOR DOOR PRIZES AFTER MEETING!  
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By Earl Johnsom  

What a fantastic neighborhood we live in. 

Casa Linda Estates is in a great location, 

with nice homes, big lots, and incredible 

people. As residents and neighbors we 

are bound together for the mutual care 

of our homes and each other. I am 

thankful that Casa Linda has successfully 

weathered the many storms that have 

beset us, we survived, and we are 

stronger.  I see a future for Casa Linda 

that will not only survive the dark eco-

nomic cloud that has gripped the nation, 

but will prosper. One thing that has be-

come obvious to me is that we are all 

caring and thoughtful adults. We are all 

in this together and it is obvious that we 

need each other.  

There is an old saying: òThose that play 

together stay together.ó  With that in 

mind, your CLENA Board continues in the 

tradition of Casa Linda to provide you not 

only information, but entertainment. 

Where else can you find a neighborhood 

that has only one reported murder all 

year, and it is at a party? Fortunately, no 

one died. If you enjoyed the mystery 

Pasta, Passion and Pistols, we can see if 

the plot can thicken again next year. We 

have had some great parties in the park. 

How about Mickeyõs cooking last year and 

the cool decorations? CLENA will con-

tinue to plan them. A big thank you goes 

to all who help make Casa Linda fun. How 

about some new faces volunteering to be 

on the many committees we have in Casa 

Linda? Help us plan the future. Help us 

plan the fun. Contact any board member 

and say you would like to help, or call me 

personally at 214.327.8658.  

A special thanks to the unsung heroes of 

our neighborhood ð the block captains. 

When you see your block captain, thank 

them for all they do. That flyer on the 

party, this newsletter, anything we need 

to be informed about; they are the ones 

that come out in the cold, the heat, the 

rain, the snow (if we had any) and knock 

on your door to let you know that your 

neighborhood wishes to personally con-

tact you. That, my friends, is dedication. 

Along with the block captains, we also 

have two of the most dedicated commu-

nicators you could hope for. We have 

fantastic people taking care of our web 

site. If you havenõt visited our web site 

at www.casalindaestates.com you should. 

Casa Linda Estates is even listed in 

Wikipedia, the free online encyclopedia. 

How about that?  

We have had many wonderful events in 

Casa Linda. Among them are: the Crime 

Watch Party at the park, Garage Sales, 

Garden Tours, our new fountain in the 

Casa Linda Park, new trees in the park, 

the Garland Road Vision, and many more. 

If you havenõt paid your dues, you should. 

How can you resist the urge to be in-

volved? Amreit, the developer of Casa 

Linda Plaza, had a lovely Christmas tree 

and childrenõs choirs for the holidays. 

They have done a fine job on the shop-

ping center. Their work will be something 

that we can all be proud of.  

Lastly, letõs not forget the people with 

the City of Dallas and TXDOT. They have 

shown us that they care about us and will 

work with us. Please thank them when 

you see one of them.  

My personal thanks to all those who help 

make Casa Linda a continued success.  
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Contact Us  

LUCY & ETHEL DO ESTATE SALES!  

Liquidating Household Contents  

ñ Ethical ñ Experienced ñ  

ñ Reliable ñ Respectful ñ 

972 -234 -3823 ~ SCAL36@tx.rr.com  

Call or email for Information & References   

http://www.casalindaestates.com
mailto:SCAL36@tx.rr.com
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Stay informed!   

The Crime Watch email is 

distributed by email each week 

to those who have signed up.  

The report is created by Casa 

Linda resident and retired police 

officer Jim Hughes.  It provides 

the latest crime statistics for 

events happening in and around 

our neighborhood.  To sign up:  

¶ Go to 

www.CasaLindaEstates.com  

¶ Click the Mailing List link  

¶ Complete the form  

¶ Click Submit  

Balance as of 12/8/2008:  $8,461.00  

Income: December 8, 2008 ñMarch 24, 2009   

Dues 75.00  

Newsletter Advertising  400.00  

Garden Tour Brochure Advertising  250.00  

Mystery Dinner Theater Tickets  1,940.00  

Total Income  $2,665.00  

Expenses: December 8, 2008 ñMarch 15, 2009   

Utilities (electric and water)  81.93 

Bank charge for new checks  49.50  

Newsletter and other printing expenses  406.57  

Quick Books software update  140.70 

Mystery Dinner Theater Expense (food,  

flyers, playbills, and scripts)  

1,953.90  

Total Expense  2,632.60  

Balance as of 3/24/2009:  $8,493.40  



 

 

Sometimes a simple question is a catalyst for a great idea.   In this case, the question 

came from Casa Linda resident Gretchen Thigpen, who is researching local public 

schools and wanted to locate a family with children attending Sanger Elementary.  Her 

question started a discussion, which led to an idea and that idea led to a meeting of 

enthusiastic volunteers ñ and ñ a community web site forum was born!  The web site 

forum will provide an easy way to come together around common interests, ideas and 

concerns.  It is a great place to ask questions and receive answers from others in our 

trusted community.   

The web site forum will include topics such as:  

¶ Community events forum  

¶ Parentõs Forum 

¶ Local school information  

¶ A swap meet (our own neighborhood Craigõs List) 

The forum is open to Casa Linda, Little Forest Hills, and Forest Hills residents who 

would like to connect and share ideas, questions, and concerns around a variety of top-

ics.   Initially, the forum will focus on topics related to local schools and concerns of 

parents.  However, the list of topics will be expanded to include other topics of com-

mon interest such as gardening, elder care, an artisanõs guild, animal rescue, wildlife 

control, senior citizens forum, etc.  

How to Access the Forum  
The forum is available on the CLENA web site.  To ask a question, share an idea, or 

just see what your neighborhood is talking about:  

¶ Go to www.casalindaestates.com  

¶ Click on the Forum link  

So, what did Gretchen find out about Sanger Elementary?  Little Forest Hills resi-

dent Angela Perge shares her insights.  

We hope that residents will 

find the forum useful and fun.   

Please feel free to provide 

feedback on other topics you 

would like to see or other 

ways to improve the forum.   

Committee Members  
Gretchen Thigpen  

gretathig@gmail.com  

 

Kay Van de Rostyne 

Kayvan@tx.rr.com  
 

Erin Bender  

erinbender@swbell.net  

 

JulieAnn Bever  

julieannbever@yahoo.com 
  
Angela Perge 

angela.perge@sbcglobal.net  
 

John Widhalm  

jwidhalm@swbell.net  
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Introducing the Community Forum  

Discover Alex Sanger Elementary ñby Angela Perge 
We have a wonderful community that has shown over and again that by coming together we can do things great and small.  Now we  need that 

same focus to put the òneighborhoodó back into our neighborhood school, Alex Sanger Elementary. 

Family involvement is the most valuable resource for a school - PERIOD.  Through tireless support and commitment of a strong few  and the 

faculty itself, we are proud to announce OUR neighborhood school is excelling. This past school year Alex Sanger Elementary received 

Exemplary status . This well deserved honor puts it on par with Victor H. Hexter, Stonewall Jackson, and William Lipscomb.  Weõve all heard 

about these other great schools; many of our neighborhood children go and thrive there.  We want everyone to know that there is another 

option in OUR neighborhood community.  Consider these facts about Alex Sanger Elementary:  

¶ Last year Dr. Allen was one of six principals nominated for DISD's principal of the year (Skyline High School principal Lesli e Williams 

won). 

¶ During the recent DISD budget crisis, commitment to Alex Sanger did not waiver and not a single teacher was lost, including t he new 

art teacher.  

¶ The TAKS score results improved dramatically, especially in Science. While TAKS testing may not be our preference for educati onal 

influence, it is part of every Texas public school and Alex Sanger is making the grade.  

¶ Alex Sanger piloted the Everyday Math program and now Alex Sanger teachers play a vital role as trainers at other schools  

Alex Sanger is also innovative and growing through expanded art, music, and language programs.  They are working to bring a s tri nged instru-

ments program to the school and they are piloting a dual -language program that has had tremendous success around the country.  

Please consider Alex Sanger Elementary when evaluating education options.  It is a viable choice and there has never been a b ett er time to 

build a stronger community and bring Alex Sanger back into our neighborhood.  

http://us.mc815.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Kayvan@tx.rr.com
http://us.mc815.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=julieannbever@yahoo.com
http://us.mc815.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=angela.perge@sbcglobal.net
http://us.mc815.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jwidhalm@swbell.net


 

 

Yard of the Month  
By Tom Murray  

January Yard of the Month  
The home located at 1515 San Saba received the Yard of 

the Month award for January.  Congratulations to Myles 

and Ginger Turner.  

January Yard of the Month: 1515 San Saba  

February Yard of the Month  
The home located at 1404 San Saba received the Yard of 

the Month Award for February.  Congratulations to Rich-

ard and Shan Tucker!  

February Yard of the Month: 1404 San Saba  

 

March Yard of the Month  
The home located at 9325 Redondo received the Yard of 

the Month award for March.  Congratulations to Aimee 

Minick!  The tulips were beautiful!  

March Yard of the Month: 9325 Redondo  

 

 If you are interested in joining the 

Beautification Committee or if you have ideas 

you would like to share, please contact Tom 

Murray at 214 - 704 - 6022 or  

tomm.murray@tx.rr.com  
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