
 

 

Volunteering 

is something 

a person does 

in their own 

time, without 

pay or pres-

sure, and 

which is for 

the benefit 

of the com-

munity, the 

environment or other people, outside oneõs 

immediate family.  Volunteers make a dif-

ference by contributing their time, energy, 

and talents to the causes they hold dear.  

Volunteering has a meaningful, positive 

impact on your community.  

Ask any CLENA board member (current or 

past) or any of the many people who work 

on committees in our neighborhood and 

they will tell you that there are many rea-

sons why they volunteer:  

¶ To be a part of the community  

¶ To meet new people and make new 

friends  

¶ To boost career/networking options  

¶ To learn or develop a new skill  

¶ To foster a sense of achievement  

Finding new interests and hobbies through 

volunteering can be fun, relaxing, and en-

ergizing.   

Polls show employers will recruit a can-

didate with volunteering experience 

over one without that experience and 

that employers believe that volunteer-

ing can add to skills.  

Networking is an exciting benefit of 

volunteering and you can never tell who 

you will meet or what new information 

you will learn or what impact this could 

have on your life.  

Living in a neighborhood like Casa Linda 

Estates provides many opportunities to 

participate in activities and to volunteer 

to make these activities happen.  Think 

about how you can help.  We need volun-

teers to help plan and execute next 

yearõs Garden Tour, to serve on the 

neighborhood association board, to work 

on the CLENA web site, to plan social 

activities, to be part of the welcome 

committee, to help update and publish 

our neighborhood directory, to help 

write this newsletter, to help with plans 

for our neighborhood park, to help keep 

our triangles in shape, and to gather and 

distribute information about issues that 

impact our neighborhood and that are 

important to us.  

  

Please think about volunteering.  

Your community needs you.  
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CLENA General Elections will be held on Tuesday, September 8.  See page 10 for 

information on which offices are up for re -election and how to run for an office.  
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By Earl Johnson  

We are having a fantastic year in the 

neighborhood.  In spite of the econ-

omy, Casa Linda is thriving. We have 

had many wonderful events: the Mys-

tery Dinner Theater, the Neighbor-

hood Garage Sale, the Garden Tour, 

and the Country Fair in the Park. And, 

we now have the return of Movies in 

the Park. We owe a big thank you to all 

the neighbors who worked so hard to 

make all these events such a success. 

It is the love and devotion of people 

like these that make this the best 

neighborhood around.  

If you wish to join in the fun, please 

contact any CLENA board member for 

information. These events are just 

some of the things that go on in our 

neighborhood. You may have an idea 

for a different event. If so, please 

bring it to the Boardõs attention. We 

can never have enough fun in our lives.  

There are more plans in the works for 

improvements at Casa Linda Park. We 

will let you know what is happening 

when we find out for sure. The talk is 

that the park will get a new covered 

area, but details are not firm yet.  

Casa Linda resident Donna Mason has 

worked for many years organizing the 

Garden Tour.  Recently, Donna an-

nounced that she will pass the torch to 

a new person. If you would like to be 

considered for that opportunity, 

please contact Donna or any CLENA 

board member.    

Thank you, Donna, for all that you have 

done during the seven years as coordi-

nator of the Garden Tour.   I know we 

can count on you to help a new person 

get started.  

Our next General Meeting and Election 

will be on Tuesday, September 8.  I 

hope to see all of you turn out to join 

the Casa Linda Estates Neighborhood 

Association, vote, or even run for an 

office.  We are going to elect six of 

the twelve board members for a full 

term of two years. The remaining 

members still have another year to 

finish their term of office. We 

adopted this staggered election sys-

tem to avoid having a complete turn-

over of the Board at any one election.  

For more information about the Gen-

eral Meeting and the election, see  

page 10. 
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Presidentõs Corner 

Contact Us  

LUCY & ETHEL DO ESTATE SALES!  

Liquidating Household Contents  

ñ Ethical ñ Experienced ñ  

ñ Reliable ñ Respectful ñ 

972 -234 -3823 ~ SCAL36@tx.rr.com  

Call or email for Information & References   

 

The members of the CLENA board wish to thank  

Chris and Michael at Another Broken Egg Café  

for their support and generosity.  

mailto:webmaster@CasaLindaEstates.com
mailto:SCAL36@tx.rr.com
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Stay informed!   

The Crime Watch email is 

distributed by email each week 

to those who have signed up.  

The report is created by Casa 

Linda resident and retired police 

officer Jim Hughes.  It provides 

the latest crime statistics for 

events happening in and around 

our neighborhood.  To sign up:  

¶ Go to 

www.CasaLindaEstates.com  

¶ Click the Mailing List link  

¶ Complete the form  

¶ Click Submit  

Balance as of 3/24/2009: $8,493.40  

Income:   

Garage Sale Proceeds 913.30 

Garden Tour Proceeds  2,680.55  

Advertising  474.00  

Total Income  $4,067.85  

Expenses:   

Utilities (electric and water)  499.40  

Bank service fee  23.50  

Newsletter and other printing expenses  505.45  

General Meeting Expense (Speaker Honorarium 

and Door Prizes)  

100.00 

Garage Sale Expense 133.99 

Total Expense  $1,262.34  

Balance as of 6/8/2009:  $11,298.91  



 

 

By Donna Sircy Mason 

The media coverage in the Dallas Morning News, 

radio, various publications, email blasts, etc. was 

exemplary.  

The weather was absolutely perfect, low 70s, the 

sun was shining, a gentle breeze was blowing, and 

not to mention, it is the only free garden tour in 

Dallas!  All of these factors contributed to the 

overwhelming success of the 8 th  Annual White Rock 

East Garden Tour with Artisans that took place on  

May 17th . 

Over  1600  visitors toured the gardens in Casa 

Linda Estates, which included Brad and Jean Ann 

Rogers at 1306 El Patio Drive, Judy Reagan and 

George Furqueron at 1502 Corto Drive, and Donna 

and Jeff Mason at 1535 San Saba Drive.  Three ad-

ditional Little Forest Hills gardens and three in For-

est Hills were also showcased.  Each of the nine gar-

dens featured local neighborhood artisans selling 

their handcrafted art pieces.  The annual plant sale 

with Master Gardeners on hand to answer questions 

took place at a location in Forest Hills.   

Thank You Sponsors!  
Raffle tickets were sold to tour attendees for won-

derful prizes such as a $300.00 gift certificate to 

Whole Foods Market as well as generous gift cer-

tificates to Brumleyõs Gardens, Blow Salon, Bread-

winners Caf® and Bakery, Chiliõs, Dragon Fire Yoga, 

and Richardson Bike Mart.  

The local businesses, who sponsor our individual gar-

dens, t -shirt printing, and brochure/sign printing, 

help make our event the success it is.  Please help 

support the folks who support us:  Aristocrat Com-

puters, Bella Vista Company, East Lake Pet Orphan-

age, Foster Exteriors, Harry Morgan with  

Ellen Terry Realtors, Just Let Lynn Do It, Land-

scape Systems of Texas, North Haven Gardens, 

Paradise Landscapes, Ruibalõs Plants of Texas, Two 

Men and A Truck, Mike Schmitt with White Rock 

Lake Real Estate, and Waltonõs Garden Center. 

Thank You Volunteers!  
Many appreciative thank youõs go to all the volun-

teers who worked so hard for months not only on 

the planning but on the execution of the tour on 

May 17th .  In reaping the bounty of our hard work, a 

check for approximately $2600.00 will be issued to each 

of the three neighborhood associations.  The associations 

have traditionally targeted these funds toward a beauti-

fication project in their respective areas.  

Passing the Torch  
After spending seven wonderful years coordinating this 

garden tour, I am retiring from the planning committee.  

I have enjoyed meeting and interacting with so many tire-

less and enthusiastic people from not only Casa Linda but 

Little Forest Hills and Forest Hills as well.  

We will be looking for a new tour coordinator as well as a 

volunteer to help coordinate the volunteers.  Sheri Fos-

ter has done this for many years and she has all the in-

formation someone would need to fill this vacancy. We 

are also looking for someone with publishing skills to help 

with the brochure.  Information for that will come from 

Barbara van Pelt and Cindy Bourne.  Please feel free to 

contact me at dmason8631@aol.com with any questions. 

you might have.  

Page 4 CLENA Newsletter  

White Rock East Garden Tour ñ 2009  
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